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Montero et al.

Table one and Table two were erroneously omitted from this
article. The tables appear below.

TABLE 1 Overview of transplant nephrology and hepatology training across selected European countries.

10.3389/i.2026.17461

The original version of this article has been updated.

Country Parent Formal transplant Training pathway Transplant Perceived value of
specialty subspecialty (summary) exposure EBTM certification*
recognition
Cyprus Nephrology No >2 years internal medicine + Mandatory (=3 months in | Objective validation and
4 years nephrology transplant centre) harmonisation
Gastroenterology/ No 2 years internal medicine + Integrated Objective validation and
Hepatology 4 years gastroenterology harmonisation
Croatia Nephrology No 5-year nephrology residency Integrated Objective validation and
harmonisation
Gastroenterology/ No 5-year gastroenterology Integrated Objective validation and
Hepatology residency harmonisation
France Nephrology No 5-year residency + 2-year Integrated within Harmonisation and professional
clinical fellowship nephrology mobility
Gastroenterology/ No 5-year gastroenterology Integrated Objective validation and
Hepatology residency harmonisation
Germany** Nephrology Yes Board certification in internal Mandatory Complementary to existing
medicine + nephrology national certification
+ 22 years transplant
nephrology
Gastroenterology/ Yes Board certification in internal Mandatory Complementary to existing
Hepatology medicine + gastroenterology national certification
+ 22 years transplant
hepatology
Greece Nephrology No 2 years internal medicine + Mandatory (>3 months in | Fills training gap; supports
4 years nephrology transplant centre) hiring in transplant centres
Gastroenterology/ No 2 years internal medicine + Integrated Fills training gap; european-level
Hepatology 4 years gastroenterology credential
Hungary Nephrology No 5-year nephrology or internal Variable Standardisation and capacity
medicine + 2 years nephrology building
Gastroenterology/ No 5-year gastroenterology Integrated Fills educational gap; capacity
Hepatology residency building
Ttaly Nephrology No National competitive residency; | Variable Fills training gap; harmonisation
no transplant certification
Gastroenterology/ No 4-year gastroenterology Variable Fills educational gap
Hepatology residency
Netherlands Nephrology No 4 years internal medicine + Mandatory Fills educational gap
2 years nephrology (transplant
mandatory)
Gastroenterology/ No 6-year combined Optional hepatology Standardised validation
Hepatology GI-Hepatology training registration
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TABLE 1 Continued

Country Parent Formal transplant Training pathway Transplant Perceived value of
specialty subspecialty (summary) exposure EBTM certification*
recognition
Portugal Nephrology No 5-year residency including Integrated Certification and quality
transplantation standardisation
Gastroenterology/ No 5-6 years GI/Internal medicine | Variable Certification and quality
Hepatology + additional liver training standardisation
Romania Nephrology No 5-year nephrology residency; Centre-dependent European benchmark; supports
transplant via accredited centres professional mobility
Gastroenterology/ No 5-year gastroenterology Integrated European benchmark
Hepatology residency
Slovenia Nephrology No 6-year regulated nephrology Integrated Objective validation and
residency; national exam harmonisation
Gastroenterology/ No 6-year regulated Integrated Objective validation and
Hepatology gastroenterology residency; harmonisation
national exam
Spain Nephrology No 4-year residency (MIR); Mandatory European-level credential
transplant exposure mandatory
Gastroenterology/ No 4-year GI/Hepatology residency | Variable Unifies training criteria
Hepatology
Switzerland Nephrology No 2-3 years internal medicine + Integrated European standards embedded
3-4 years nephrology; national
+ UEMS exams
Gastroenterology/ No 3 years internal medicine + Integrated European standards embedded
Hepatology 3 years gastroenterology +
hepatology subspecialty year

*This measure reflects stakeholders’ perceptions of the value and professional impact of the EBTM, certification across different clinical and academic environments.

**Germany is the only surveyed country with formally recognised national certification in Transplant Medicine.

Core duties across all countries encompass pre-transplant candidate evaluation, perioperative management, and lifelong post-transplant care.

Abbreviations: EBTM, european board of transplantation medicine; GI, gastroenterology; MIR, Médico Interno Residente; UEMS, Union Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes; yrs, years.

TABLE 2 EBTM eligibility requirements for certification.

Domain Requirements

Training duration and background e Board certification in internal medicine or paediatrics and a recognised subspecialty (e.g.,
Nephrology, gastroenterology/Hepatology, cardiology, pulmonology)
e Minimum 2 years of continuous transplant medicine training (up to 4 years if part-time)

o Training must be completed or validated in a UEMS member country

Clinical competencies ¢ Documented experience in pre-transplant evaluation, inpatient management, and outpatient
follow-up

o Evidence of supervised and independently performed specialised procedures

o Attestation by a senior transplant physician or head of department confirming patient caseload

and procedural exposure

Education and academic activity o Attendance at recognised transplant courses (including ESOT educational programmes), national
and international transplant congresses, and CME-accredited symposia
o Mandatory: Participation in a minimum of two national/international transplant meetings with

first or last authorship (oral or poster presentation)

Non-technical skills o Proficiency in English (required for the oral examination)

Abbreviations: CME, continuing medical education; ESOT, european society for organ transplantation; UEMS, Union Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes.
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