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In Memoriam Sir Roy Yorke Calne December 30th, 1930 to January 6th, 2024
by Jamieson N (2024). Transpl Int 37:12692. doi: 10.3389/ti.2024.12692

Sir Roy Calne, The Founding President of ESOT
by Oniscu GC (2024). Transpl Int 37:12790. doi: 10.3389/i.2024.12790

It is with great sadness and sympathy that we pay tribute to one of the founding fathers of
liver and intestinal transplantation in Europe. As the passing of Sir Roy Calne, may he rest in
peace, was announced, an era came to an end of great innovations and the introduction of
organ transplantation. We stand on the shoulders of giants, of those who pioneered
immunosuppression fearlessly, performed courageous surgery and had the grit and
foresight to establish formidable international networks to progress the field of
transplantation.

One of the decisive moments for Sir Roy Calne was when, as a young professional, he saw a patient
of his own age with end-stage organ failure. He pursued the possibility of organ transplantation and
was appointed Professor of Surgery in Cambridge at age 35, recognizing the immense potential of the
new immunological discoveries in the early 60 s. His pioneering work on Cyclosporin, Campath and
kidney transplantation is history.

Short in stature and with an amiable expression, Sir Roy Calne described himself as a
“somewhat rebellious” character [1]. He stood the tide by performing many “firsts”; firsts that
were previously dismissed as impossible. He was the first in Europe to prove that patients could
survive following a liver transplant. He pioneered intestinal transplantation in the
United Kingdom. And took part in the first teams to perform clusters of transplants of
heart, liver and lung, and multivisceral plus kidney. He unlocked and believed in the
enormous potential that organ transplantation could provide for patients who would
otherwise die from organ failure.

Sir Roy Calne also acknowledged the limitations of his profession and more universally,
of the human race. In interviews, Sir Roy Calne comes across as someone profoundly
touched by the paradoxes of life. While the gift of transplantation gave many individual
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people suffering from lethal disease and their families a new
leash of life, he did not leave unmentioned ethical problems in
living or deceased organ donation that can occur when power is
abused. Being described as a wonderful father to his six children,
he examined the problem of world population density in his
book “Too many people” [2, 3]. As a surgeon and artist with
paintings exhibited in the Science Museum in London, he
displayed an outstanding ability to combine candour,
humanity, art, and critical thinking [4].

On October 25, 1993, the founding meeting for the
European Liver Transplant Association (later ELITA) took
place in Rhodes. This meeting was set up by the then Chairs of
the ESOT Steering Committee, Professor Jean Bernard Otte
and Professor Sir Roy Calne. Eight years prior to this
milestone, in 1985, Sir Roy Calne, alongside Professors
Henri Bismuth and Rudolph Pichlmayr, initiated the
European Liver Transplant Registry (ELTR) in Munich [5].
This registry was established to document all liver transplant
procedures across Europe and fostered a collaborative
scientific community among European liver transplant
centers. We are deeply grateful to Sir Roy Calne for this
legacy to establish a successful association of professionals
in Europe progressing the potential of liver and intestinal
transplantation, which continues until today. We honour
his tremendous contributions to science, surgery and
medicine in organ transplantation.

Our thoughts are with his wife and children, family
and friends.

REFERENCES

1. New York Times. A Conversation With Organ Transplant Pioneer Talks About Risks
and Rewards (2012). Avaliable at: https://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/27/science/organ-
transplant-pioneer-talks-about-risks-and-rewards.html (Accessed January 28, 2024).

2. BBC. Sir Roy Calne (2024). Avaliable at: https://www.bbc.com/new/uk-england-
cambridgeshire-67907549 (Accessed January 27, 2024).

3. Calne RY. Too Many People. London: Calder Publications (1994). p. 148.
Avaliable at: https://archive.org/details/toomanypeople0000caln/mode/2up
(Accessed January 28, 2024).

4. The Independent. Profile: Artist With the Knife: Sir Roy Calne (1994).
Avaliable at: https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/profile-artist-with-the-

In Memoriam: Sir Roy Calne

DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

The original contributions presented in the study are included in
the article/supplementary material, further inquiries can be
directed to the corresponding author.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

HH drafted the manuscript. RA, TA, LB, DB, EB, MCC, CF, GG,
P-DL, SDM, and SN critically revised the manuscript. All authors
contributed to the article and approved the submitted version. All
authors conceived the manuscript.

GROUP MEMBERS OF THE ELITA BOARD

Constantino Fondevila, Deniz Balci, Eliano Bonaccorsi, Giacomo
Germani, Hermien Hartog, Luca Belli, Miriam Cortes Cortisuelo,
Pal-Dag Line, Rene Adam, Sarwa Darwish Murad, Silvio Nadalin,
Thierry Artzner.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The authors declare that the research was conducted in the
absence of any commercial or financial relationships that
could be construed as a potential conflict of interest.

knife-sir-roy-calne-laurence-marks-on-the-transplant-surgeon-who-fears-
the-birthrate-could-be-the-death-of-us-1376341.html (Accessed January 28,
2024).

5. European Liver Transplant Registry. History and Aims (2000). Avaliable at:
www.eltr.org (Accessed February 1, 2024).

Copyright © 2024 Hartog, Germani, Adam. This is an open-access article
distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC
BY). The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided
the original author(s) and the copyright owner(s) are credited and that the original
publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice.
No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with
these terms.

Transplant International | Published by Frontiers

February 2024 | Volume 37 | Article 12811


https://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/27/science/organ-transplant-pioneer-talks-about-risks-and-rewards.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/27/science/organ-transplant-pioneer-talks-about-risks-and-rewards.html
https://www.bbc.com/new/uk-england-cambridgeshire-67907549
https://www.bbc.com/new/uk-england-cambridgeshire-67907549
https://archive.org/details/toomanypeople0000caln/mode/2up
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/profile-artist-with-the-knife-sir-roy-calne-laurence-marks-on-the-transplant-surgeon-who-fears-the-birthrate-could-be-the-death-of-us-1376341.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/profile-artist-with-the-knife-sir-roy-calne-laurence-marks-on-the-transplant-surgeon-who-fears-the-birthrate-could-be-the-death-of-us-1376341.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/profile-artist-with-the-knife-sir-roy-calne-laurence-marks-on-the-transplant-surgeon-who-fears-the-birthrate-could-be-the-death-of-us-1376341.html
http://www.eltr.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Sir Roy Calne (1930–2024): Tribute to a Founding Father of ELITA, Honouring a Pioneer in Liver and Intestinal Transplantation
	Data Availability Statement
	Author Contributions
	Group members of The ELITA Board
	Conflict of Interest
	References


