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Next level

Dear readers and members of the transplantation

community,

At the beginning of the year, we are happy to inform

you of current developments in Transplant International’s

growth, which has now reached an important turning

point.

A number of milestones have been achieved, indicating

that the journal’s quality has improved noticeably over

the last years:
l In spite of all the hurdles involved in the re-launch

of the journal and the time-delayed arithmetic of the

impact factor, the impact factor for 2006 has, in fact,

increased by �20% (now 2.146).
l Manuscript submissions in 2007 exceeded 500

(+105% compared to 2004).
l A stricter peer-review selection process has become

possible leading to a noticeable rise in the quality of

published manuscripts (acceptance rate is currently

�30%).
l One to two high-quality review articles are included

in every issue.
l Frequent publication of invited commentaries by top

experts in the field.
l Average time to first decision is currently 23 days.
l Average time from acceptance to online publication

has dropped to <5 weeks.
l Online article downloads have increased by 35% over

the previous year (approximately 55 000 downloads

in 2007).
l More than 2000 individual subscriber (in addition to

libraries and institutions).
l Broad international exposure. For example, the USA

has become the top contributor in terms of pub-

lished manuscripts.

l As of 2008, Transplant International is also the offi-

cial journal of the German Transplantation Society.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the

Associate Editors, our expert reviewers, Blackwell Pub-

lishing and of course our esteemed readers for making

this success story possible through their valued contri-

butions.

We feel we are justified in saying that Transplant Inter-

national has successfully concluded its rites of passage.

We now look forward to the next goal of establishing

Transplant International as a top-quality Europe-based

international transplantation journal.

It is at this point that we turn to you.

The international scientific community, with the

appeal that you support the promising development

of Transplant International by citing its excellent

manuscripts in your own scientific work and by

submitting some of your best manuscripts for peer

review and publication. The journal possesses top-

quality journal services, ensures broad exposure of

its published material, gives prompt and personal

attention to all queries and – of greatest importance

– stresses a fair and fast review process. However, it

is only through the valuable contribution of the sci-

entific community that our goal of making it to the

top ranks can be achieved.
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