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Changes, achievements, and improvements

Dear readers of Transplant Interna-
tional,

The year 2001 brought some far-
reaching changes for our journal.
For the first time, the manuscripts of
our bi-annual congress were handled
by the editorial office, and, contrary
to the past practice of publishing
these papers in a supplementary
volume, they are being published in
regular editions of Transplant Inter-
national. As a result, our journal
now appears monthly, as opposed
to, formerly, bi-monthly. Springer
Verlag is rapidly improving its per-
formance in “Online First” pub-
lication, making these papers
electronically available and citable at
a much earlier date than they would
be in hard copy.

One of our ongoing endeavours is
to shorten turnover time between
submission of a manuscript and its
final acceptance or rejection. The
year 2002 brought a significant im-
provement in this respect, enabling
us to arrive at a final decision be-
tween 4 and 5 months after submis-
sion. While we are proud of this
achievement, our target figure is 3

months, an aim that should be
attainable by our cutting down pa-
per-manuscript handling in support
of on-line journal hosting, which
should come into effect during 2003.

In 2003, furthermore, we feel that
our readers would greatly benefit
from state-of-the-art review articles
on various hot topics, written by top
specialists in the field. We have
agreements for 12 articles in 2003
and are currently contracting for the
following year.

We hope that these activities will
continue to attract ever more readers
and authors to make use of Trans-
plant International as a high-quality
scientific communication forum, as
is reflected by the recent rise in on-
line hits, subscriptions and manu-
script submissions.

Wishing our contributors and
readers all the best for 2003, we
remain,
sincerely yours

Ferdinand Miihlbacher
Editor in Chief
Thomas Wekerle
Co-editor-in Chief





