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Dear Readers and Members of the 
Transplantation Community, 

It is my great pleasure to inform you 
of the following substantial changes 
that Transplant International is cur- 
rently undergoing: 

1.  The impact factor of the 
journal has exceeded the landmark 
of 2 and stands at 2.049 for the year 
2000. This success is due to the trust 
of many international authors in the 
quality of the journal and its rising 
presence on the scene. We are 
furthermore indebted to our staff of 
international reviewers, who 
continuously improve our journal 
with their expertise, their fairness, 
and their constructive suggestions to 
the authors. The result of all these 
efforts is the increasing recognition 
of Transplant International among 
the transplantation community. 

2. Future distribution strategy. 
In the past the readership of 
Transplant International has been 
confined predominantly to members 
of the ESOT. In addition to its 
availability in some 250 libraries all 
over the world there is now 
increasing interest in electronic 
access to the journal. However, 
although the spread of research 
information via electronic media is 
increasing dramatically, printed 
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issues will certainly not disappear in 
the near future, for many reasons. 
Consequently, a subscription to the 
printed journal is imperative, as this 
is linked to full-text media access. 
As of this issue, the ESOT council 
has decided to expand Transplant 
International subscriptions beyond 
its membership and has negotiated 
arrangements with Springer-Verlag 
to provide hardcopy editions and 
electronic full-text access for the 
next 2 years to all registered 
participants of the biannual meeting 
and to all members of ESOT, 
including those who did not attend 
the latest ESOT meeting. This 
immediately increases the 
readership of Transplant 
International threefold, promoting 
the spread of the scientific content 
of the journal and making it more 
attractive to future authors and to 
the transplant community at large. 
The costs of this expansion are 
covered by entrance fees and part 
of the membership fees to ESOT. 

3. While scientific quality is of 
paramount importance to the 
journal, almost as important to 
authors is publication speed, 
particularly in view of the increasing 
competition with other 
transplantation-related journals. 
We have developed strategies and 
taken measures to shorten review 
procedures dramatically. We 
have increased manpower in the 
Vienna editorial office and also 

substantially enlarged the pool of 
peer reviewers for better workload 
distribution. In addition, logistic 
measures have been taken to speed 
up the review process, such as e-mail 
distribution of manuscripts. Most 
importantly, we are proud to 
announce the appointment of a 
Co-Editor-in-Chief, Prof. Thomas 
Wekerle, who has an outstanding 
reputation in the field of mixed 
chimerism and tolerance research. 
Professor Wekerle is willing to share 
the workload in the editorial office, 
which will certainly add to the 
journal’s profile and also help to 
speed in-house logistics. 

high production costs, low spread 
of the issues, and the inability to 
guarantee full peer-review quality 
of articles, the ESOT council has 
decided to discontinue the past 
practice of publishing congress 
proceedings. We therefore invite all 
authors of congress presentations 
to submit their manuscripts as 
regular contributions to Transplant 
International. Rather than 
disappear in a voluminous 
supplement with limited circulation, 
their papers will undergo the 
regular peer review procedure and 
appear in regular editions of the 
journal. The editorial office is 
prepared to handle the workload, 
and we will make final decisions on 
acceptance or rejection as soon as 
possible. 
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5. Online First publication. 
Springer-Verlag and the editors of 
Transplant International are pleased 
to announce a new service for our 
authors and readers: Online First, 
the immediate online publication of 
all accepted papers as soon as the 
authors have returned the corrected 
proofs. Whereas the fully electronic 
versions of Transplant International 
used to appear at the same time as 
the print journal, from now on the 
electronic version of all articles will 
be available to subscribers via the 
Internet weeks before the printed 
version appears. This means an 
enormous reduction in publication 
time. It will no longer be necessary 
for manuscripts to wait until the 
“next available issue”. 

As each paper is ready for pub- 
lication, it  will be published on the 
Web with its own publication date 
as follows: “Published online: date 
when placed on Springer’s LINK 
server”. Each article will receive an 
international identification 
code - the “Digital Object 
Identifier” (DOI), which is regis- 
tered with the International DO1 

Foundation and is unique, like the 
ISBN for books or the ISSN for 
periodicals. Contributions 
published Online First are citable by 
journal title and DOI. The print 
version will also have the final page 
numbers, the DO1 and the online 
publication date. Furthermore, 
the DO1 is linked to the URL 
(Uniform Resource Locator) and 
the bibliography when the printed 
issue is released. The DO1 is never 
changed and can be used, for 
example, to create hyperlinks 
between Online First articles. 

Online First articles appear in 
their final form. Therefore, papers 
cannot be changed or withdrawn 
after electronic publication. Any 
corrections that might be necessary 
have to be made in an Erratum, 
which will be hyperlinked to the 
article. 

Each article will be announced in 
LINK alert, which is a free alerting 
service (http://link.springer.de/ 
alert). A table of contents showing 
all papers that have been accepted 
for publication in Transplant 
International but not yet printed 

can be found via the Springer 
Web page: 

http://link.springer.de/link/service/ 
journals/00 147/tocs. htm 

or 
http://link.springer-ny .com/link/ 

service/journals/OO 147Jtocs. htm 

by clicking Online First. 
6. We believe that these 

substantial changes deserve a new 
attractive design of the journal, 
enhancing awareness among 
potential subscribers and authors, 
thus promoting a continued rise in 
quality, as has already been 
indicated by the impact factor 
and its good position among 
competing journals in the field. 

I wish our contributors and readers 
all the best. 

Yours sincerely 
Ferdinand Muhlbacher 
Editor-in-Chief 




