
Transplant International is growing continuously, the 
number of submitted articles rising at a rate of 10-20 % 
per year. The quality of the submitted manuscripts is 
stable, the rejection rate ranging from 40-50 % in the re- 
cent years. 

The scientific recognition of Transplant Internation- 
al, expressed in part by the impact factor, is also grow- 
ing. For 1998 our impact factor is 1.87. This remarkable 
and exciting development is founded on the continuous 
contribution of the transplant research community and 
on the unabated and outstanding performance of the re- 
viewers of this journal. Both, contributors and peers de- 
serve all the credits for this success. 

To give Transplant International a more personal 
touch, we have introduced a “NEWS” section. This is 
t o  be a forum for non-scientific information for the 
transplant community. We plan to publish reports on 
outstanding careers in research and, occasionally, infor- 
mation on developments in ethics and politics. I would 
herewith like to encourage the readership to submit 
short articles of a non-scientific character. This platform 
may eventually lead to a forum of discussion and ex- 
change of ideas in the field of transplantation. 

Wishing our contributors and readers all the best I re- 
main yours sincerely. 

Ferdinand Miihlbacher, Editor-in-Chief 


