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Brain death and the gift of life 

Editing Company “Master 95” (1994). Nice 
Part 1: Brain death. 20 min. US $60,-. 
Part 2: Organ donation after death. 20 min. 
US $60,-. Part 1 and Part 2 US $90.- 

Pascal Franqois (Technical Director) and 
Dr. J. Poisson (Medical Director) have pro- 
duced a video on brain death and organ 

donation after death. The first part of the 
video explains brain death in a way that is 
easily understood, though it is somewhat 
long-winded. The video then gives an ac- 
count of the various methods used to con- 
firm brain death, including EEG and an- 
giogram. The next part deals with donor 
selection criteria and, in particular, with 
transmissible diseases. This is followed by 
thorough description of the two legal alter- 
natives: the opting-in and opting-out sys- 
tems. An organ procurement procedure is 
then shown in brief. The video concludes 
with an in-depth look at the legal problems 

associated with organ donation and takes 
the form of a discussion with lay people. 

All in all, the video is very instructive 
and suitable for educational purposes, be it  
for the public or for health care profession- 
als not specifically involved in organ trans- 
plantation. Copies of the video, which is 
available in English, French, Spanish, and 
Italian, can be obtained from Dr. Jaques 
Poisson, Service d’Urologie, CHU-Nice, 
H8pital Pasteur, 30, Avenue de la Voie 
Romaine, B.P. 69, F-06101 Nice, France. 
Fax: +33 04 92 03 78 51 

R. Margreiter, Innsbruck 

8th Congress of the European 
Society for Organ 

The 8th E.S.O.T. Congress will be held from 
Tuesday, 2 September, through Saturday, 
6 September 1997, at the Budapest Con- 
vention Centre in Budapest, Hungary. In 
addition to plenary sessions on selected to- 
pics, scientific symposia, and oral and pos- 
ter presentations, the ESOT Council has 
scheduled a plenary session in which 
awards will be given for the best papers. 
Proceedings of the congress will be pub- 
lished as a supplement to Transplant Inter- 
national. 

For further information, please contact: Sci- 
entific Secretariat, Semmelweis Medical 
University, Transplantation and Surgical 
Clinic, H-1082 Baross u. 23, Budapest, 
Hungary. 
Fax: +36 11 1721 66; 
E-mail: perner@trans.sote.hu 
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