
Dear members and friends, 

The number of organ donors is 
frightfully decreasing in many 
European countries, and the reasons 
for this development are not entirely 
understood. Negative media cam- 
paigns, however, have certainly had 
a deleterious impact on organ dona- 
tion. In particular, reports of chil- 
dren or tourists being kidnapped 
and found days later with a fresh 
scar may have significantly harmed 
the image of organ donation and 
transplantation. 

The ESOT Council anxiously 
discussed this complex matter dur- 
ing its last meeting. It was generally 
felt that it would be very difficult to 
effectively counteract such cam- 
paigns. The fact that the names of 
those involved are never given in 
these reports makes these horror 
stories most unlikely. Nevertheless, 
the Council felt it helpful to estab- 
lish a registry for such claimed cases. 
For this reason, every member of the 
transplant community, whether a 
member or non-member of ESOT, is 
now being asked to report any and 
every newspaper or  television report 
regarding unlawful organ retrieval 
to the ESOT President. We ask vou 

newspaper or television station, the 
date of the report, and the type of 
organs involved. If possible, send a 
copy of the newspaper clipping as 
well. The President will, in turn, ask 
the ESOT member living closest to 
the place of the alleged crime to 
collect as much information as pos- 
sible and to make it available to the 
President, whose task it is to keep 
these records and to supply infor- 
mation, whenever needed, to the 
press. 

Furthermore, the Council sug- 
gests that only physicians with a 
thorough knowledge of the multiple 
problems associated with organ do- 
nation - and, in particular, with 
brain death - and with considerable 
experience in handling journalists 
should talk to the press about this 
matter. A single misunderstood 
statement may require pages or 
hours of cumbersome explanations 
before it is corrected, if at all. 

Sincerely hoping for your coop- 
eration in this matter, I remain with 
kindest regards, yours truly, 

Raimund Margreiter 
to please record the name of the President, ES6T 


