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Van Damme, J.-P.,and Bonte, J.: Vascular anatomy in ab-
dominal surgery. Stuttgart, New York: Georg Thieme
1990. 142 pp., 230 figs. (ISBN 3-13-743801-2) DM 98.00

This book covers a very small part of surgical anatomy,
i.e., the arterial and venous supply of the abdominal or-
gans. Nevertheless, it is of great interest to those whose
work it is to transplant abdominal organs such as the liver
and pancreas. I am not aware of any other book that deals
with the vascular anatomy of the pancreas and all the vari-
ations thereof as completely as this one does. Both authors
are fervent observers of anatomy and the first author is a
general surgeon as well. For their studies they have made
use of cast techniques, cadaver dissections, and postmor-
tem vascular arteriography. With regard to the latter tech-

nique in particular, they present beautiful illustrations of
the normal anatomy and of the variations in the blood sup-
ply.
“This is not just another anatomical book” writes
J.Skandalakis in his foreword, and this is true. It of-
fers more, namely, a complete overview of the vascular
anatomy, with attention paid to all the finest details. The
authors have to be congratulated on having achieved such
a high level.

The book is recommended for all surgeons performing
liver and pancreas transplantations; they will certainly ap-
preciate it.
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