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This book is an atlas of cytology in transplantation, two-
thirds of the book dealing with kidney transplant aspiration
cytology. The rest of the atlas describes cytoimmunological
monitoring (CIM) of blood cells in heart transplant patients,
and urine cytology in kidney transplantation, pancreatic
juice cytology in pancreas transplantation, and CIM in liver
transplantation, with examples of aspiration cytology of the
liver.

The atlas is mostly very well written and the color photo-
micrographs are of good quality. This is particularly true in
the chapters dealing with technical aspects of fine needle as-
piration cytology and in the chapters describing urine cytol-
ogy after kidney transplantation and pancreatic juice cytol-
ogy after pancreas transplantation. Moreover, the chapter on
CIM after heart transplantation ~ the author’s area of exper-
tise — is a concise report of the method and how to use it.

The chapter on liver transplants is, however, weaker. The
information included in this chapter is scanty and apparently
old, as by now there are approximately twenty transplanta-
tion centers throughout the world that use liver aspiration cy-
tology. It is somewhat unfortunate that none of this experi-
ence is included in the book.

There is only one place where we definitely disagree with
the author’sillustrations and that is in the photomicrographic
examples of acute cyclosporin toxicity. In our opinion, these
are not well chosen, as in this condition the tubular cells
should display mostly isometric vacuolation (which, as such,
is a nonspecific phenomenon), not the nonisometric “Swiss
cheese” type shown in the book. This type of condition,
which Hammer displays, may possibly occur in very high
doses; more common, however, is the isometric type shown,
for example, in Fig.9-4a.

There are some minor errors in several of the otherwise
clear tables and figures in the book.

References cover a large part of the field, yet some newer
references are missing. For example, studies dealing with
class Il reactivities in transplant situations and older, but
relevant, analyses of inflammatory cell subsets in rejection
are not included.

In sum, this atlas is an ambitious and a very successful
attempt to cover the pertinent knowledge on cytological
methods in transplantation. We recommend this book for
everybody interested in aspiration cytological methods in
transplantation.
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