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The first meeting of the Editorial Board was
held in Frankfurt on Friday, 13 November
1987. Despite the unlucky date and day of the
week, the meeting was very constructive and
fruitful.

Among other things, the Editorial Board
decided to encourage “Letters to the editor” in
Transplant International. Such letters will most
likely liven up the journal and encourage com-
munication between and among its readers.
The ideal “Letter to the editor” would contain
no more than 600-700 words, might include
one figure or table, and should be both concise
and precise. Original observations that could
have a major impact on transplantation in the
future would be the most appropriate topics for
such letters. The information presented in a
“Letter to the editor” might later be elaborated
upon and published as a full paper in Trans-
plant International at some future date.

In the office of the Editor-in-Chief, a lot of
work has been done to process all the papers
that have been sent in during the past few
months. A number of papers were sent on invi-
tation. Happily, most of the papers were spon-
taneously submitted just because people are
supporting the concept of Transplant Interna-
tional.

We at the editorial office have had impres-
sive support from the reviewers. They have
stuck to our deadlines, they have been precise
in their criticism, and they have been coopera-
tive in FAXing their comments back to our of-

fice. We are convinced that with such modern
means of communication as the FAX, it is pos-
sible to keep the processing and publication
times in our journal to a minimum. This will be
of great importance, especially in the field of
transplantation which is, by its nature, a very
dynamic science.

Several papers have been submitted to
Transplant  International with unpublished
work by the authors (indicated by “submitted”
or “in press”) listed in the references. Our re-
viewers strongly recommend that these unpub-
lished manuscripts be sent in, together with the
submitted article, in order to allow the review-
ers to read them when necessary. This will also
speed up the reviewing process.

There is certainly a place in the field of
transplantation for a journal in which quality
and speed are given the highest priority. It is
my intention to make Transplant International
such a journal. With the continued support of
our contributors, reviewers, and editorial staff,
I am confident that we will succeed.

Gauke Kootstra, M. D.
Editor-in-Chief



